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OPINION

We all remember the lockdown on 
October 27, 2006. We recall the ear-
splitting sound of the fire alarm, the crowds 
in East Rock Park and parking lot, and the 
“Code Red” that was called after we came 
back into the building.  

We all wondered what caused this 
incident. Rumor has it that this event started 
because of gang disputes. Some students 
thought that there was a big fight. Some 
think that there were knives or even guns at 
the scene. Others wonder why there was a 
lockdown at all.  

According to Mr. Canelli, the 
event could be divided into two sections: 
the fire alarm and the lockdown. A student 
pulled the fire alarm as a prank, and then 
the evacuation ensued. People had to stay in 
the park and parking lot for an unusually 
long time because the fire alarm device was 
broken and the firefighters needed extra 
time to fix it. 

After the alarm was fixed, people 
started coming back in. At this time, po-
licemen arrived to arrest the “prankster”. 
Some students around the gym saw the policemen and went wild.  They 
started running around,  stampeding through the hallways, and recklessly 

knocked into other people. A student in a wheelchair was pushed over. 
Some students have called it a riot. Some students say it it was “live.”
          To end the chaos, a lockdown was called. During the lockdown, the 
student body as a whole acted appropriately. Mr. Canelli called and sent 
letters to parents informing them and reassuring them. On that day, the 
administration  took decisive action. However, that is not the end of the 

story, 
           Monday December 11, 2006, the fire 
alarm was pulled again.  Unlike the lock-
down in October, there is no rumor of a 
gang dispute—this time, it is clear to all that 
it was just a prank. On this day, the fire 
alarm got pulled not once, but twice.  And to 
make it worse, students were cleared from 
the school a third time to reset the alarm 
system. 
        Students, staff and administrators re-
port that the stampeding behavior happened 
in various parts of the school after the first 
alarm, after the second alarm, and after 
students returned for the final time to the 
building. There were a number of scuffles 
and fights, although short in duration and 
taking place within the crush of running 
students. One fight was seen near the sec-
ond floor “T”. 
         Everyone knows that fire alarms get 
pulled from time to time. Under Mr. Canel-
li’s administration, those incidents have 

dropped drastically, partly because cameras 
were installed in the stairwells. Unfortunately, the alarm that got pulled 
recently is in a blind spot for the security cameras. This should be fixed. 
As an act of discipline, the student who pulled the alarm was arrested and 
his accomplices were suspended. The far bigger problem was the chaos in 
the hallways, and the threat that it will happen again, and that the next 
time, someone could get hurt. 
           Mr. Canelli has correctly called the running in the hallways “non-
sense.” This is literally true.  It is more than that. It is dangerous nonsense. 
Some students and staff have been made to fear for their safety, for the 
very first time.  The school is supposed to be a place to learn, and a place 
where all have a right to feel safe, students,  staff, administrators, and in-
fants in the day care.  This was not just running around. This behavior was 
riotous even if no actual riots broke out. This was mob behavior even if no 
one was hurt.  
             What is wrong? It is a bunch of crazy freshmen? Pre-Christmas 
anxiety? “Although there are always twenty to fifty students who disobey 
the rules,” said Mr. Conaway, “The rest of the school,  which is about 
1,400,  is focused on learning.” There is something sick about students 
stampeding through the hallways they think it is fun. Is it the school’s 
fault? It may not be the school’s fault that such behavior took place, but it 
is the school’s responsibility to see to it that this behavior is not repeated. 
Here are a few suggestions: Students leaders,  come forward and talk about 
it.  Teachers, discuss it in freshman seminars and Senior Buddy activities. 
Administration,  develop a clear, practical discipline code and enforce it 
consistently and humanely. Include teachers in writing it. Write it for 
students, not lawyers.  There should be an in-house suspension room, open 
and supervised, every day. Mr. Wright, who for years has monitored the 
in-house suspension room, has been a tremendous resource for our school, 
and has become a mentor for many students. Begin sweeping all tardy 
students without passes from the hallways into available space, issuing 
suspensions or Saturday detentions, and call the parents. Many students 
observe that threats are made along these lines, but rarely are the threats 
carried out. Students respect firm and consistent behavior from adults. The 
administration, and all of us, have the wisdom and intelligence to make it 
work.  Now we must have the will. 
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Curfew, anyone?
      As one response to the escalating level of violence and shootings in 
New Haven, the Board of  Aldermen is consider-
ing enacting a curfew, requiring people who are 
17 and younger to be indoors from 10:00 p.m. to 
6:00 a.m.  Police could issue warnings and fines 
of up to $95 for repeated violations. This pro-
posal is well intentioned, but here are a few 
problems identified by the public and a number 
of Cross students who testified as the public 
hearings: Teens will ignore it. Teens need to work 
past 10:00.  The curfew would violate the First 
Amendment’s right of free association. It will 
solve nothing, and a better answer would be to 
provide young people with safe places for recreation and socializing. 
What follows is a sampling of letters addressing the issue.  We thank the 
Board of Aldermen for providing an opportunity for City residents to say 
what they think. Having the conversation in and of itself is an act of pro-
test, a declaration that everyone has a right to feel safe in their homes and 
on their streets, and an admission that the gang, gun and drug culture 
presents a clear and present danger to Wilbur Cross students. This danger, 
and the fear that it causes, has lasted too long, and is more real than 
Osama Bin Laden.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

On November 30, 2006, at the Wilbur Cross High School auditorium, a 
hearing was held by the New Haven Board of Aldermen about the curfew. 
Many people are against the thought of not being able to stay out as much 
as they can because they believe it goes against their constitutional rights. 
Others, like me, think that a curfew would be a great idea because it will 

stop kids from being on the streets as much after dark and that would go 
towards fewer losses of children due to gun crimes in the state of Con-
necticut.  For me another good solution that would help decrease the vio-
lence in Connecticut is to have the city make more programs for teenagers 
to attend after school.

Mabel Martinez

I would definitely agree with the curfew. Most of the violence and crimi-
nal acts are committed by teenage kids that are out of hand and causing 
problems. Being on the streets late at night doesn’t help. They become 
involved in robberies, drinking,  and drug dealing. There has been too 
much juvenile gang activity and violence going on. The best solution 
would be to make a good clean sweep of the New Haven neighborhoods 
and getting all these kids off the streets.  Keeping the kids off the streets is 
worth some of the privileges that adults have.  So far in the year 2006 
alone there have been 66 shootings and 15 homicides. This is serious and 
it needs to be taken care of right away, before it gets any worse.  Teens are 
unable to be teens; teenagers now are becoming gang members and they 
are getting away with too much. So I think the Aldemen should put this 
curfew into play so that all these crimes can come to an end.

 Stevelle McKenzie

In my opinion the curfew makes no sense at all.  I don’t understand why 
the actions of others in the society should affect the youth so much.  Not 
all of the New Haven youth is responsible for the violence at night.   The 
curfew would be taking away a parent’s right to discipline their children. 
A parent has the right to determine how long their child should be out and 
what time they would have to come in, regardless of any circumstances.

Melody Smedley

The Board of Aldermen of the City of New Haven feels as if they need to 
respond and take control of what has happened throughout the year of 
2006. This year, there have been 66 shootings and 15 homicides in New 
Haven alone. These shootings included victims young and old. Many of 
the victimizers have have been young. The Board of Alderman of the City 
of New Haven now wants to enforce a curfew stating that minors under 
the age of 17 can no longer stay outdoors later than 10:00 PM. I think in 
some cases that this would be a good thing because now kids can spend 
more time with their families and stay out of trouble during the late night 
hours. This would make the parents stricter with their kids if it resulted in 
a kid getting fined for being out past the curfew. Parents wouldn’t like to 
pay a fine that could be avoided by enforcing the rule given to them by the 
City.  From what I was told by someone familiar with the Board’s current 
thinking, the board is considering excusing teenagers that have jobs that 
go past the 10:00 curfew. This makes sense, and will encourage teens to 
get jobs to keep them busy and out of trouble. 

 Shelley Roundtree
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AIDS Is Dead. Long Live 
Promiscuous Sex!! 
Shining a light on a world-wide epidemic that 
America now ignores.

Now that AIDS looks to be 
under control in this grand country 
of ours, no one seems to care that 
there are still people out there living 
with this horrible,  life-taking, incur-
able blood disease. Right now, our 
country is worried about political 
battles between Democrats and 
Republicans, making the US great 
again, and not challenging the media 
to stop the world wide message of 
“Sex Sells.” All that sex truly does 
is put more people at risk of con-
tracting many of the incurable sexu-
ally transmitted diseases out there.  

Promiscuity is running 
rampant in the US, especially 
among the younger generation that 
was not too long ago referred to by 
our own government as “Generation 
X”. The unknown future generation. 
Why? Of course, the AIDS epidemic 
isn’t as bad as it was when it was 
first brought to America, but maybe 
before you forget about it you 
should think about this: About 
14,000 people become infected 
every day worldwide. Over 40 mil-
lion people around the world are 
living with HIV and AIDS and 
what’s really worrying is that 90% 
of these people don’t actually know 
that they’re infected. Every 6 sec-
onds someone is infected with HIV. 
That’s 600 people an hour and a massive 14,400 people a day.

AIDS first came to the US in 1981 and at that time was referred 
to as GRID, which stood for “Gay-Related Immune Disease”. A year later, 
in 1982 scientists renamed the disease AIDS when it was no longer just 
found among the gay community.  The lists grew to include not only gay 
people but people who received blood transfusions, IV drug users, and 
heterosexual men and women. This is where the five main ways to con-
tract the virus come in: sharing needles; transfusions of contaminated 
blood; babies of infected mothers during pregnancy; birth or breast-
feeding; and the most obvious, unprotected sex. When that day came 
about, it was made known to everyone in our country that anyone could 
now contract the virus. Yet to this day gay men are still highly targeted as 
being the source of this disease and are constantly negatively portrayed.    

The largely effective “cocktail” of HIV/AIDS treatment drugs 
has extended the life expectancy of sufferers. However,  there is a negative 
side to that good news. People don’t see depressing headlines about thou-
sands of Americans killed by AIDS any more. There is now a new gen-
eration of sexually active teens and young adults, almost none of whom  
have known anyone who died of AIDS. People forget that AIDS kills. It 
just takes longer. 

People forget that AIDS drugs do not prevent AIDS. Prevention means 
abstinence and safe sex.

World AIDS Day was established on December 1st of 1988, and 
the effect of it has only grown since. This past December 1st was its 18th 
anniversary. The purpose of World AIDS Day is to raise awareness about 
the disease. And in 1991,  the red ribbon became the international symbol 
of HIV and AIDS awareness.

         One other thing adding to AIDS 
awareness is The AIDS Memorial 
Quilt.  The quilt was founded in the 
year of 1987 and is used as a power-
ful, poignant memorial and a tool for 
the prevention of new HIV infec-
tions, and is the largest community 
arts project in the world. Here are 
some facts that you may not know 
about the AIDS Memorial Quilt:

• Funds Raised by the Quilt for 
Direct Services for People with 
AIDS: over $3,250,000 (U.S.)

• Number of Visitors to the Quilt: 
15,200,000

• Number of 12'x12' Sections of The 
Quilt: 5,748

• Number of Panels in the Quilt: 
approximately 46,000

• Number of Names on the Quilt: 
More than 83,900*

• Size : 1,293,300 square feet (the 
equivalent of 275 NCAA basketball 
courts with walkway, 185 courts 
without walkway)

• Miles of Fabric: 52.25 miles long 
(if all 3'x6' panels were laid end to 
end)

• Total Weight: More than 54 tons.

  In addition to this are the numerous countries that participate in 
and/or contribute to the quilt, such as these: Argentina, Aruba, Australia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, Dominican Republic, Eng-
land, France, Germany, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, The Netherlands, New Zealand, North Ireland, Norway, 
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia,  South Africa, Spain, Suriname, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Uganda, United States (All 50 states, Guam 
& Puerto Rico),  Zambia. Also, the names on the Quilt represent approxi-
mately 17.5% of all U.S. AIDS deaths. 

Materials used in the Quilt are: a 100 year-old quilt, afghans, 
Barbie dolls, bubble-wrap, burlap, buttons, car keys, carpet, champagne 
glasses, condoms,  cookies, corduroy, corsets,  cowboy boots, cremation 
ashes, credit cards, curtains,  dresses, feather boas, first-place ribbons, 
fishnet hose, flags, flip-flops, fur, gloves, hats, human hair, jeans, jewelry, 
jockstraps,  lace, lame, leather, Lego’s, love letters, Mardi Gras masks, 
merit badges, mink, motorcycle jackets, needlepoint, paintings, pearls, 
photographs, pins,  plastic, police uniforms, quartz crystals, racing silks, 
records, rhinestones, sequins, shirts, silk flowers, studs, stuffed animals, 
suede, t-shirts,  taffeta, tennis shoes,  vinyl, and wedding rings. 

Jackie Wiley
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White Men Can’t Jump
         In today’s politically correct world, we’re told that everyone is 
equal.  No matter what race,  sex, or any other differentiating factors. But I 
can’t help but notice that black people are better athletes than white peo-
ple.
        Why is this? According to Jon Entine,  reporter for the networks NBC 
and ABC and author of the racial sports book Taboo, “approximately 20% 
of America is made up of African Americans, but 87% of the NBA and 
75% of the NFL is black.” Entine also explains: “While only 800 million 
people in the world are of African ancestry, every major world running 
record is held up by a black athlete.” This trend is not just in America. In 
England, 2% of the population is black, but over 20% of the soccer play-
ers are black.
       “All 32 finalists in the last four Olympic men’s 100-meter races trace 
from this ethnic group, a statistical likelihood of 
0.00000000000000000000000000000000001%”, reports Entine for The 
National Post. According to modern science, black domination in sports is 
simply the fault of evolution. Clusters of different people, such as West 
Africans, who dominate sprinting, or Kenyans, the champions of long 
distance, all have small genetic differences - just as Asians are tradition-
ally smaller, explaining why they dominate gymnastics. A trait such as a 
longer Achilles tendon may be unnoticeable to the naked eye, but a small 
difference can be the difference between winning and losing. 

Natalie Beach

NEWS

                      

 Cross Business Leaders
On Monday October 30th the officers of Wilbur Cross’  Future 

Business Leaders of America (FBLA) attended the fall leadership confer-
ence in Waterbury. Attendees included Ta’Lanna Dickerson (President), 
Iryna Mohylnytska (Vice-President),  Clarissa Hancock (Treasurer), and 
Krunal Patel. We arrived at the Connecticut Grand Hotel at 8:25 to receive 
opening remarks from our state president Thomas Zemetis. Thomas intro-
duced the keynote speaker Evan Taback of TEM Associates, Inc.

Early in his high school career, Taback decided he would start a 
DJ company because he was too small to play any of the sports his school 
offered. He pitched his idea to his father and his father, an entrepreneur 
himself, willingly loaned young Evan the money to start his business. 

After several weeks of not making any money and building no client base, 
he asked his father for additional money; he believed his business was 

failing because he did not have any cool lights. His father gave him the 
cash to buy the lights. At age 13,  Evan was in debt for $7,000 to his father. 
He decided to refine his marketing plan and began playing birthdays, pic-
nics, and other celebrations, in addition to school dances. He continued 
working as a DJ throughout his college career at Quinnipiac College. 
Evan’s business became so successful that he owns one of the largest en-
tertainment companies in the state, along with several popular night clubs 
including the Oracle here in New Haven.

What was Taback’s advice to the students in Connecticut’s FBLA 
chapters? In order to succeed,  you must exhibit four qualities: drive, de-
termination, responsibility, and confidence. He warns that these qualities 
won’t guarantee you business success. In fact, Taback himself experienced 
many business failures, but he persevered, and took the lessons learned 
and applied them to make his businesses successful. 

                                  
Jennifer Taback

BUSH: 

“WE GOT THUMPED, SO 
BLAME ME.”

As the brass doors swung open and the sounds of footsteps filled 
the tightly packed hallways, the people who came to Davis Street School 
on Tuesday November 7th knew that Election Day was here once again.

That Tuesday marked the day when, every few years, citizens 
flock to their local polling stations to vote on the governmental political 
offices that are up for re-election. This morning at Davis Street School in 
New Haven the mood was no different from previous years, but this time 
around, the stakes were much higher.

This year,  the Democratic Party to the surprise and relief of mil-
lions, reclaimed the majority in the both houses of Congress.   While there 
were several important offices to be filled that the people of Connecticut 
were voting on, the one that had the attention of all of Connecticut, and 
even the United States, was the race for the Senate. 
              All eyes were on incumbent Senator Joseph Lieberman, and new-
comer Ned Lamont, a big business owner from Greenwich Connecticut. 
While Lieberman has been a likable politician and neighbor to Connecti-
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cut, his support of the Iraq war caused many people to think twice about 
voting for good old Joe this time around. At the same time, the new and 
exciting Ned Lamont received support and admiration from Connecticut 
citizens.   Since the major debate over this hostile Senate race mainly fo-
cused on the war in Iraq, the people at Davis Street remembered that be-
fore entering the booth today. Colin McGovern, a local college student, 
said, “I fully support the war in Iraq and believe our troops are doing a 
great job. I understand why Ned Lamont opposes the war, but his desire to 
just pull out of Iraq will simply not work well.”  McGovern’s comment on 
the war in Iraq show his personal opinions, but it gives us insight as to 
who people voted for. 
          The volunteers at Davis Street also played a crucial part in the vot-
ing set up, and had a lot of insight into the procedures that the people 
would follow when voting. Erin Sullivan, a volunteer at the Davis Street 
polling station said, “The turnout here is one of the largest ones in several 
years because people know what is at stake, and they are not being shy 
about expressing their beliefs. I have seen every sign and banners created 
by both parties and have heard people voicing who they think is the best 
candidate, and I have to say, I am really impressed with the initiative the 
people took in coming out to vote today.” After all was said and done, and 
hundreds of voters cast their votes, the only thing left to do was play wait 
for the results. Even though Lamont lost, the popularity of his antiwar 
candidacy reflected a national trend that resulted in many Republican 
losses.  Joe was simply too well established and too popular.

                                                                    
Bryan McGarthy

  In Memory of Daniel Pacagli 
     
On October 21, 2006 the life of a great New Haven police officer 

and the school resource officer, 
Daniel Pacagli, was taken. He had 
been hit by a car while on duty 
and died from his injuries. In the 
wake of this tragic accident, the 
student council at Wilbur Cross 
High school took the initiative to 
have a benefit basketball game 
that Pacagli would normally have 
played at. A moving memorial 
ceremony preceded the game, and 
included a presentation of a 
plaque by Police Sergeant Rick 
Rodriguez. A check was presented 
to the family by our own principal 
Robert Canelli and chief of police 
Francisco Ortiz.  Teachers Cordell 
Pemberton and Harold Haughton 
sang a duet. Mr. Cross, Jose Cre-
spo, recited a poem, and officer 
Jose Escobar presented a basket-
ball to Officer Pacagli’s wife and 
children. There’s not a bad thing 

to be said about Officer Pacagli. An officer of the force for more than 18 
years, and an SRO of Fair Haven Middle school, he was deeply involved 
in his community. He was a compassionate man who was always helping 
somebody else. “He was the most decent person I’ve ever met” said police 
Chief Francisco Ortiz. “He just happened to be a police officer.” Daniel 
Pacagli will be greatly missed and forever in our hearts.

Nina Rodriguez

Proclamation  Staff Attends SCSU Jour-
nalism Conference: “Don’t Close Your 
Eyes. If You Close Your Eyes, 
You’re Dead.”

 Talk about the most inspirational words you’ve ever heard. But 

what do they mean? They can mean a number of things, from just ordi-
nary advice to actual words of survival. To one young man it was survival 
as he was braving injuries he suffered in war. Those were the same words 
he continued to chant to himself when he knew he was on the brink of 
death: “Don’t close your eyes. If you close your eyes you’re dead.” Pow-
erful words indeed. But at the high school journalism conference at 
Southern Connecticut State University on Friday, October 27, 2006, it 
meant a lot more. Out of an entire room of teenage, amateur journalists 
listening intently, no one walked away from the conference without 
something they would carry with them for life. 

          The conference offered a great deal to everyone, from listening to 
actual journalists sharing testimonies of their experiences to professors of 
SCSU explaining the courses in journalism they offer at the university. It 
even had a choice of attending seminars based on your personal interests 
in writing.  One of these seminars included what it would be like to report 
daily news taking place in the city, and how hectic that could be. Another 
told about the world of broadcast news.

 The instructor that taught the seminar about reporting news in the 
city told of her experiences as a reporter and some of the outrageous 
things she or some of her colleagues encountered. One colleague took all 
possible courses in the police academy, going through the training and 
making it,  just to report the strenuous efforts one has to go through in 
order to become a cop. Hearing some of those details makes a person a 
little more appreciative of what those men and women do for us on an 
everyday basis.
          But that wasn’t all she told about.  She also explained that she 
doesn’t always report about crime in the cities. She also covers stories that 
others don’t want, like reporting the conditions of the public parks and the 
complaints of the city residents.  She even had to go all the way to Brazil 
to report on the poverty and compared it to America’s own city streets. 
       
Dena Wiggins, photo by Tamia Gregory
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SCIENCE 
NEWS 

       And so the time has come for 
the world to catch up with scien-
tific discovery.  A new “noble 
element” is in sight, even though 
for only milliseconds, it has withstood the test of time and through its 
nuclear decay, scientists have pin-pointed the existence of element 118.  

By using the basic understandings of chemistry, one can deter-
mine its position to be filled to the ns2np6 configuration, placing it as the 
7th noble element.  Thinking about the topics at hand, what does nuclear 
decay have to do with anything?  Generally, elements with an atomic 
number greater than 84 are unstable and tend to go through a breakdown 
of their nucleus by going through transformation into stable isotopes.

With the current issues over in Germany and the Russian spy, 
Polonium-210 has been on the news as a radioisotope that has been the 
direct cause of the spy’s fatal demise.  The number after the name stands 
for the mass number of the element (meaning the total number of neutrons 
plus the number of protons).  Based on the band of stability, the ratio of 
neutrons to protons illustrates the instability of the isotope, predicting a 
nuclear decay through the release of an alpha particle as it transforms into 
the stable lead-206 isotope.
Simply said…current events can be explained through the utilization of 
scientific concepts learned in class!!

Marcela Oliveira-Antunovich

OUR LIVES/NEW TEACHERS

They are known as Wilbur Cross teachers during the day, but 
they have other responsibilities outside 
school.

While he is not known by many 
students, MR WILLIAM O’SHEA is a 
chemistry teacher.   He started teaching 
this year. He said it was hard at the be-
ginning but that it’s getting better now.  
Except teaching chemistry, Mr. O’Shea 
likes to spend time with his three years 
old daughter.  When he was in college he 
said, he was interested in practicing 
medicine.  He attended Columbia Univer-
sity and majored in medicine but when he 
finished he changed his mind and became 
a teacher because he wanted to spend more 
time with his daughter.  He said, “Doctors don’t have time for family”.  
Mr. O’Shea also does carpentry work, he likes to run, cook and doing 
art. Mr. O’Shea has cycled around the country.  He lived in Island for five 
years and then he lived in New York where he proposed to his wife at the 
Statue of Liberty. “Family is very important for me and for them I am 
teaching because I consider everybody my family”

MRS. LISETH LOPEZ is 
one of the Spanish teachers but she 
is also a mom.  After school Mrs. 
Lopez takes her daughter to the 
park or at friends’ house.  She also 
likes to go to the movies, concerts, 
parties and she usually goes to 
New York to visit her family. Be-
fore becoming a teacher Mrs. 
Lopez was interested in 
Communications.  But since she’s 
always enjoyed teaching and being 
around teenagers, she became a 
teacher because she wants to make 
an impact on young people. Aside 
from all this Mrs. Lopez still goes 
to school herself.   She has been 
teaching for a few months now and she said this year is hard but it will get 
better.  She plans on teaching for a long time.

Inez Nyandekwe

                MS. KALEE PEA-

COCK is one of the youngest 
teachers on the Wilbur Cross 
staff.  On December 18th she 
started teaching her own 
classes. Ms. Peacock heard 
about Cross because her su-
pervisor from her university 
told her to “give it a try.” She 
has a Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics Education. She 
lives in New Haven because 
her husband is studying at 
Yale. Up until now she had 
been teaching calculus, 
Freshman Seminar, and alge-

bra;  her mentor is Mr. Kafoglis. “I like all my students,  and I am im-
pressed by their potential. One thought can change the world.”  

MS. MARIA STACKMAL 
had taught 20 years ago, decided 
to do business banking, and then 
decided to teach again. “I worked 
in New Haven when I was doing 
banking” says Mrs. Stackmal. She 
has a Bachelor on Mathematics 
and a Masters in Instructional 
Computer Science.  “I think being 
a new teacher is a test because I 
have to get to know how the stu-
dents work, which is a challenge." 
says Ms. Stackmal. The teacher’s 
support is great because they help 
me whenever I need help, which 
is really awesome.” 

article and photos by Adriana 
Gonzales
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Appellate Court 
Visits Cross

The air was filled with the anxious jitters of curiosity and ex-
citement on the morning of October 12th, as the proceedings for two ap-
peal court cases began in the auditorium of Wilbur Cross High School. 
The Honorable Judge Lubbie Harper Jr., an alumni of Cross, initiated the 
mornings business,  speaking to the students directly, said that it was an 
honor returning to his alma mater, discussed the violence this summer and 

the importance of giving back positively to the youth of New Haven, and 
hoping that one of us would follow in his footsteps, “The greatest honor 
for me would be to return to Wilbur Cross 20 years from now and see one 
of these young men or women on stage, sitting as an Appellate Court 
judge, hearing a case.” An appellate court does not retry a case and there 
is no jury. Rather, lawyers for each side argue whether or not what was 
decided by a judge or a jury in the trial court was a mistake. With that as 
an introduction, Judge Harper set up the ground rules for the proceedings, 
introduced us to his fellow judges, Judge Chase Rogers, and Judge Doug-
las Lavine, and began the hearings.

The first case before the Appellate Court was STATE v. CHAR-
LIE SANTIAGO, a previous murder conviction. The facts: A young man 
was robbed at gunpoint by a gang of men, who then proceeded to drive off 
in his car. The young man then fired shots at the car as it drove away, 
killing the driver. The defendant claims hearing the men yell “Bust him. 
Pop him.” and thus claims it was self defense. The main argument placed 
before the Appellate Court, was in regards to whether or not the presiding 

Judge and Prosecutor’s use of the word “victim” when referring to the 
deceased effected the decision of the jury. 

The second case was STATE v. KENNETH WELLS, with an 
attempt to commit assault in the first degree and conspiracy to commit 
assault in the first degree conviction. The background of this case in-
volved the defendant and a confrontation his girlfriend had with the victim 
at a bar in Naugatuck. The defendant loaded a twelve-gauge shotgun and 
at 2 in the morning went to the victim’s apartment. He then proceeded to 
knock on the door, and shot several times at the door, ran 20 feet away, 
turned around and shot at the door again. The victim was unhurt.  The 
defense’s grounds for appeal claimed that the State had not presented suf-
ficient evidence for either charge, while the State contended that enough 
had been provided.

The lawyers were continually questioned by the panel of judges. 
The judges probed the specific grounds for arguments, what evidence 
from the trials supported their side, and what prior cases should apply.

 W h e n f i n a l 
arguments were 
made by both 
sides, a twenty 
minute recess was 
called and stu-
dents from Cross 
and the other high 
schools in atten-
dance were al-
lowed to ask 
questions to a 
panel composed 
of two law pro-
fessors and an 
attorney (Yale 
Law School Pro-
fessor Ronald 
Sullivan, Univer-
sity of Connecti-
cut Law School 
Professor Timo-
thy Everett, and 
Attorney Tara 
Knight).  Ques-
t i o n s a s k e d 
ranged from the 
specifics of the 
cases to how the 
appeals court 
worked.  The 
panel answered 
all questions in 

detail, giving students a greater understanding of the legal system.  
As the morning drew to a close, students were dismissed and sent 

back to their classes weary eyed, but for the most part enlightened and 
happy to have been given this opportunity. 

Molly Herold
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FEATURES
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I was born in New Haven and raised in Wooster Square. I attended Betsy 
Ross, Fair Haven Middle School, and proud to say Wilbur Cross High 

School. I graduated in 1973.  I went to Southern Connecticut State College 
for two years. Then I went to barbering school where I still hold my li-

cense today.      

     I decided 
about 13 
years ago to 

become a 
s e c u r i t y 
guard.  have 
been here 
for 11 ! 
years.  My 
second year 
here, there 
w a s a 

s h o o t i n g 
outside. A 
young man 
got hit,  and 
fortunately I 
was there to 
get to him 
fast enough 
so that he 

didn’t get 
hit again.  

       
              My best experiences are when my kids graduate and I 
see them go on to be successful. I love all my colleagues. And I 
also love all of  my kids. 
        I do have a story I would like to share with you. When my 
mom had a heart attack 3 years ago we brought her to St. 
Raphael’s Hospital. And the gentlemen that took care of my mom 

in x-rays, and helped her get through that quickly was a graduate of Wil-
bur Cross. He turned and 
said to my mom, “If it 
wasn’t for your son, I 
wouldn’t have gradu-
ated.” And that was one 
of my most heart warm-
ing stories of Wilbur 
Cross High School. I tell 
everyone that comes to 
this school, even the new 
teachers, that they need to 

take time to learn our students. 
So you need to learn all about 
your students first and the at-
mosphere of the school before 
you make a judgment on anyone. 
I feel we have the best students 
in the city, I’ve always said it, 
and ill keep on saying it. Our 
teachers and sometime the rest 
of our staff really need to under-
stand what kind of environment 
our kids are growing up in and 
unfortunately what they see 
every day. When I grew up,  you 
could count the amount of deaths 
by gunfire on your hand. And it 
was hardly ever kids. These kids 

today have it 
tough, very 
tough. It’s a 
p r e s s u r e 
cooker out 
there.
       I believe 
in God, I 
bel ieve in 
faith, hope. 
But most of 
all I believe 
that if you set 
your mind to 
anything, you 
need a little 
divine inter-
vention, but it 
wi l l come 
true if you 
believe hard 
enough. 
    

The slick back “Ronnie hair” has been my look for many years.  It took me 
a long time to get this look and I love it.  The whole hair, mustache, lip 
hair look for the last 14 years. That’s my signature look. 

Interview by Tamia Gregory, photos by Tamia Gregory and 
Janae Ward
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One Day 
In the 
Life of a 
Freshman! ! ! !
! ! ! !
! ! ! !
! ! ! !
! ! ! !
! ! ! !
! !

Name: Edgar (or Plevy) Pliaskis
Accent: Lithuanian

Lives in Westville
Ignored by former KGB
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THE 
CORONATION
BALL
          What do you remember most about the Coronation 
Ball? Was it the lights? Was it the sounds? Was it even 
who was crowned? Was it the amazing carousel? Of course 
not. Okay, so maybe it was a little bit. About who won Mr. 
and Ms. Cross, anyway, but that’s only because it was the ‘07 
senior class’ dance. All you really want to remember is who 
looked good and what they were wearing. The coronation is all 
about looking good at the dance.  And I have to admit, everyone 
looked good one way or another, especially when it came to 
“getting our party on” when the music started.  So if the corona-
tion wasn’t the highlight of your night, at least check out how 
much fun it was for everyone else...  

Dena Wiggins 
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ARTS 

Film 
reviews:
   People shouldn’t be afraid of 
their governments, he said. 
Clearly, we should not, for noth-
ing is more visibly pathetic than a 
government clinging to its totali-
tarian rule. It is so in every per-
son’s life; every person has a dic-
tator that  should be trembling be-
fore them. V for Vendetta teaches 
us well.

The story begins in Great Britain, 
many unpleasant  years from now. Across the Atlantic, the former 
United States is consumed by war, disease, and political disarray, 
and all of this threatens to carry over to Britain. Naturally, a politi-
cian makes use of the situation and promises peace, order and pros-
perity if he and his radical right-wing party, Norsefire, win the 
elections. Naturally, that  is precisely what happens. Adam Sutler, 
now High Chancellor of Great  Britain, enforces strict discipline, 
censorship, and punishment in his country. People all over the 
country begin to doubt him as his shadow of power creeps further 
and further into their lives. But  with that  comes fear and submis-
sion, and nobody says or does anything until a nameless, faceless, 
articulate genius makes his entrance. 

Our protagonist, Evey Hammond, is an aspiring actress, 
child of deceased activists. She never thought that she would have 
followed in their footsteps, but  there she was, out  past curfew, with 
government officials wanting to rape her in a dark alley. The at-
tractive woman is rescued, in a swift and clean display of karate 
and flying daggers, by one whom we know only as “V”. She is 
invited to watch from a rooftop as, as if by magic, a state building 
known as the Old Bailey explodes to Tchaikovsky’s music. V’s gift 
to her – this unusual concert – is marred only by the fact that Evey 
is now on the country’s Most Wanted list. 

It  isn’t  long before V makes another appearance, this time 
by hijacking public television. After a speech about  justice and 
freedom, he says that  on the fifth of November, a year from that 
day, he wants to see all those who want change gathered outside the 
Parliament  building.

Though Evey soon grows on viewers, and her later plight 
and torture becomes unbearable to see. We see her in all outfits, 
moods, poses, phases and actions. This is contrary to what we 
know about  V himself. However, the silver-tongued revolutionary’s 
unbreakable porcelain mask hides from viewers the face emitting 
the slick phrases they soon come to admire: 

“Voilà! In view, a humble vaudevillian veteran, cast vicari-
ously as both victim and villain by the vicissitudes of fate. This 
visage, no mere veneer of vanity, is a vestige of the vox populi, now 
vacant, vanished. However, this valorous visitation of a bygone 
vexation stands vivified, and has vowed to vanquish these venal 

and virulent vermin vanguarding vice and vouchsafing the violently 
vicious and voracious violation of volition. The only verdict is 
vengeance; a vendetta held as a votive, not in vain, for the value 
and veracity of such shall one day vindicate the vigilant and the 
virtuous. Verily, this vichyssoise of verbiage veers most verbose, so 
let me simply add that it's my very good honor to meet you and you 
may call me V.” 

This is the speech with which he introduced himself to 
Evey. This is how his mind works, precise, selfless, dignified, 
elaborate, and powerful, like the mechanism of a clock. He is no 
man, he is an Idea, and he says so himself. He is the Revolution. 

Throughout  the movie we find dark pasts and secrets in 
every single life – that  of Evey, her comedian friend Gordon, Adam 
Sutler, his petty administrators, and V himself. As the story goes 
deeper into the past and digs up events like purposeful massacres in 
schools and small towns, testing of a virus yet unknown to man-
kind, roots of corruption, various people’s closet skeletons, deaths, 
lies and propaganda, the tension builds and we find the year ending 
faster than we could notice. We begin to want the Revolution, and 
that is what  makes the film successful. 

In the story overall, there is a component of fighting fear. 
One watches Evey learn to deal with her past  and rise up against 
her present  troubles, and finds bits of her in their own self. They, 
too, begin to feel a need for having a wise mentor in a Guy Fawkes 
mask, someone to save them from their own inner dictators, some-
one to take the population in their souls and make it  run with cries 
of defiance towards their destructible mental Parliament. They be-
gin to believe that  change is possible. Through the ritualistic deaths 
of the selfish government officials, they see their own abilities 
marked by V’s red roses. Through the gradual boldness of various 
civilians, they feel themselves capable of doing the same. They are 
reminded that  each person, no matter how much fear and hatred 
they can strike into a heart, is still a person - one like the viewers 
themselves, no less. No sympathy arises, but what does arise is a 
will to sacrifice oneself for the betterment of others, to take a stand, 
to remember that  there is more to life than the will of those who 
happen to be in power. 

All people need is information and motivation. To be pre-
cise, all people need is permission. The film V for Vendetta permits 
people to think broadly, question their authority, defend the meek, 
and follow the virtuous. All people need is impulse – all a person 
needs to gain power is ambition, a plan and a situation by means of 
which to gain this power. A corrupt politician creates this situation 
himself; the story is an example of precisely that  happening. 

After seeing V for Vendetta, one begins to question not just 
authoritative figures, but human nature in general. What is the pur-
pose for all the bloodshed, human sacrifice, anguish and fallacy? 
Could it be that  money and fear alone drove the High Chancellor’s 
men to gun down a child? And what is stronger – fear of the gov-
ernment or the fear the government  experiences when something 
threatens its security blanket of influence? 

Nobody knows where the world is headed. Perhaps our 
shrinking liberties will vanish entirely, only to be avenged and re-
covered by a valiant revolutionary. But who is that man? Why do 
we wait  for him to come, when he is all of us? For if one person 
can make a mistake or do harm, ten people can undo it. 
 Governments should be afraid of their people, he said.

      Kristina Staklo
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MISSISSIPPI BURNING
              
               This movie is set in 1964, and is inspired by the murder of vot-
ing rights activists J.E Cheney, Mickey Schwerner and Andrew Goodman. 
This film is shown in many history courses and, although criticized for not 
being historically accurate,  it packs a wallop.

  It begins when the three activists drive to a small town in Mis-
sissippi to help blacks register to vote in a local church.  As they ap-
proached the town they were greeted by the local police.  The police par-
ticipated in the murder of the young men. Eventually FBI agents were 
called to investigate their mysterious disappearances.  Agents Rupert 
Anderson and Alan Ward were head of the investigation.  They went about 
doing the investigation in very different ways.  They asked people of the 
community what happened but no one spoke.  The people who did were 
taught a lesson and were harassed, beaten, and taunted by members of the 
KKK, which the Deputy Sheriff Pell was president.  

 Mrs. Pell, wife of Deputy Pell had known a lot about the crime 
but kept her mouth shut. She wasn’t like the racists of the town. The de-
tectives keyed her as their star witness.  Mrs. Pell was the one who would 
eventually tell Anderson what had happened.  So then all that were in-
volved were imprisoned, except Sheriff Stuckey who was acquitted of all 
charges.

 This film was an eye opener about what went on in the 1960’s 
South, back when racism was strong.  I believe it still goes on today.  
Crooked cops still exist. Both races were stuck with each other but fear 
and ignorance kept whites from changing their ways.

 Frankie Spearman

BORAT: 
Cultural 
Learnings 
of America 
for 
Make 
Benefit 
Glorious 
Nation of          
Kazakhstan

            America can be funny. As the Cultural Phenomenon known as 
Borat hit screens across America, critics alike are left saying one thing 
about the film; “It very niice.” Borat is a mock documentary that follows 
the journey of a television journalist from Kazakhstan, as he goes on a 
wild and unforgettable trip to America. After discovering that Kazakhstan 
is the fourth least funny country in the world, Borat is summoned by the 
Kazakh Government and ordered to go America in order to learn more 
about our culture and what makes us funny. While on his journey, along 
with partner and producer Azamat Bagatov, Borat encounters many new 
things, and many new people along the way.

As Borat travels throughout New York City in search of the cul-
ture from which to learn humor from, he is suddenly sidetracked when he 
falls in love with Pamela Anderson while watching Baywatch in his hotel 
room. He decides that he must go to California and find her. While refus-
ing to tell his friend the real reason why they are going to California,  he 

creates a lie, and they head out to California, in a tiny beat-up ice 
cream truck. The trip across the country is as interesting as it  is 
disturbing, with Borat doing everything from taking lessons on 
manners, to insulting a women’s liberation group with sexist  re-
marks, to wrestling naked in a hotel lobby with his friend. No mat-
ter how lewd or offensive the movie becomes, it is still impossible 
to hold back the laughter at Borat’s crazy antics. Many say it  is the 
funniest movie of all time. 

This hilarious character simply known as “Borat” is de-
rived from the HBO hit series “Da Ali G Show created by British 
comedian Sasha Baron Cohen (Talladega Nights, The Ballad of 
Ricky Bobby). He developed this character, along with several oth-
ers many years ago, but Borat  is the one that really grabs the 
laughs. You may laugh so hard the tears flow.  

Sure, the movie might be disgusting, over the top, or even 
offensive to some people, but millions of paying customers are 
going to see it, including me. Borat is one of the best movie experi-
ences you will ever have. So if you haven’t seen this film yet  make 
sure you do, because as Borat says; “Please see my movie film. If it 
not success, I will be execute.”

Bryan McGarthy

999 State St. New Haven (corner  of State and East)        
(203) 772-0094; (fax) 772-0770. Open 10:00 Mon. to Sat. 

10:00 to 10:00 Sun. 

Fifteen years 
of Subway 
experience. 

Fast, friendly service with a smile.

 Any 6” Sandwich 
Meal ONLY $5.00! 

Mention this ad!
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ECA 06-07 
Concert Review
                In the famous Woolsey Hall, an amazing organist and stunning 

soloist were able to create a fantastic concert. This concert took place on 
Sunday, October 1, 2006, at 8:00 PM. Even the time was a good choice – 
it finished up a relaxing weekend. The organist, Thomas Murray, played in 
all 4 big pieces and did a creative job in all.  The mezzo-soprano soloist, 
Sylvia Aiko Rider, was able to bring out uniqueness with her solos in the 
2nd piece, an opus of five short songs.  
               The pieces were “Toccata,  Adagio and Fugue in C “by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, “Sea Pictures, Opus 37” by Edward Elgar, “Prelude and 
Fugue on B-A-C-H” by Franz Liszt, and finally, “Prelude, Adagio, and 
Choral Variations” by somewhat modern composer Maurice Durufle.
               The very first piece was able to move the audience and foster an 
interest in the concert. The beginning of Bach’s toccata was fast moving 
and exciting.  The notes were generally in step-wise motion and played on 
the higher octaves of the organ.  But then it went heavily down some 
octaves although the pattern that was previously played kept on coming 
back. This section ended with a big V I chord.  The next section was one 
of the prettiest sections of the concert.   It was somewhat slower, but still 
had the same general flow.  It sounded a bit minor, and minor pieces have 
always been able to grip the soul.  The melody was pretty predictable and 
in step-wise motion, which also contributed to the strong opinions because 
not many have a taste for “random notes”.  Likewise, last section was not 
very enjoyable because its melodic pattern wasn’t predictable.
             But it must be said, the soloist did a great job making her special 
piece special.  The expression she wore, her tiny gestures, and her amaz-
ing voice showed that she put a lot of effort into making her time onstage 
worthwhile.   Her first two songs, “Sea Slumber Song” and “In Haven”, 
were quiet and pretty. The volume in the next piece was tremendous, and I 
think that’s what kept the audience awake.  It was impossible to space out 
and relax with huge crescendo and sudden fortes.  
            The song that came after that, “Where Corals Lie”, was probably 
my favorite song of the Opus.  It had a sweet melody that kept on coming 
back to the organ, played so gently and softly that I felt like I was in 
heaven. “The Swimmer” was a great song to listen to as well, especially 
during a chromatic scale. In that chromatic scale, both the singer and 
organist made a crescendo that made the scale seem less tedious.
 Watch the listings, or you may miss out on some of the best that New 
Haven has to offer. 

Janet Yi

Ask Dalia
Dear Dalia,

My friend and I have been friends since we were five. She is one of 
those girls that if your feeling bad she would cheer you up. But lately 
she hasn’t been so happy due to her recent loss of a relative. It’s hard to 
see her this way, especially because she has never been this way before.  I 
want to help her feel a little better, but I really don’t know what to do. I 
definitely don’t want her to feel like I am forcing her to be happy. What 
should I do?

-Friend’s Helper

Dear Friend’s Helper,

In these types of 
si tuations,  there 
really isn’t much you 
can do, because un-
less you have been 
through the same 
thing,  you can’t pos-
sibly know what the 
person is going 
through. So your best 
bet is to let her know 
you’re here to talk to 
her, make her laugh 
that helps everyone 
at that hardest of 
times. Just make sure 

that whatever you do, you treat her like you always would – nobody likes 
to be pitied.

Dear Dalia,

Recently I have been dating this guy and everything has been going well 
until he asked me out, and I changed the subject right after. How was I 
supposed to tell him that I wasn’t ready? How should I go about telling 
him without making him think that I’m not interested?

-Not Ready 

Dear Not Ready, 

What you should do is be honest, because in every good relationship, 
whether it’s marriage, dating, or even actually going out,  honesty is what 
helps build trust. So what you should do is explain to him that you think 
that you should date some more, and then if you are still interested, give it 
a try.  If you don’t tell him, you will be sending him mixed signals, and 
you don’t want to do that.

-Dalia

Simply the best. Catering, bakery, sit down. 1012 
State Street, New Haven, CT 06511  Phone/fax 
(203)782-6767
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SPORTS 

The Rise of the
Soccer Teams

The rise of the soccer team may finally be here.  For the first time 
in many years, both the boys and girls soccer team made the state tourna-
ment. Both teams had pretty strong seasons,  even though many thought 
they wouldn’t have the success they did. Even though each team didn’t 
make it as far as they wanted to in the tournament, both felt that they 
achieved their goals for the year and did the best they could to succeed in 
the tournament.

T h e b o y ’s 
t e a m w a s 
coming off 
two consecu-
tive years of 
making the 
state tourna-
m e n t a n d 
their program 
l o o k e d 
promising for 
the year. The 
team may not 
have started 
off on a great 
note with a 1-
0 loss to 
Xavier, who 

finished the season 13-3, but that showed them that they were good 
enough to beat anyone they faced. The next few games were ties, one loss 
and an impressive 11-0 win vs. Career. The boys continued to not only 
grow as a team, but grow as individuals and they left everything they had 
on the field. Their season was full of ups and downs, like when they found 
out they made the state tournament, but they also finished the season with 
a 1-0 loss to Xavier once again. The team’s spirits were as high as ever 
after their win over New Milford 3-1. The team looked as good as ever 
and had a full head of steam heading into states. Unfortunately,  that steam 
blew away as Simsbury beat them 3-0 in the first round. The team had 
nothing to be ashamed of and kept their heads held high as they made it 3 
years in a row that their team made states.

The girl’s team had a similar season. They finished the season off 
7-8-1, but they too made it into the first round of states. They started off 

with a tough 1-0 loss at 
home to Sacred Heart, 
but the team knew that 
they were good enough 
to hang with the best and 
they knew all they had 
to do was play their 
game and everything 
would unfold from there. 
Their season high was 
all thanks to their 1-0 
defeat of North Haven at 
home who finished the 
season off at 8-8. 

The girls were finally back in the state tournament, but their stay wasn’t as 
long as they wanted. South Windsor defeated them 2-0 in the first round 
and the girl’s season was over. The program looks as strong as ever and 
should be looking forward to exceeding what they did next year. 

Nicholas Neeley

FREE RUNNING: 
A WAY OF LIFE
  

Ever wonder how Jackie Chan can climb tall buildings by 
bouncing off of walls and jump over 10 foot fences? Even if he doesn’t 
know it, he is using the basic principles of Free Running. Gravity is the 
enemy, and balance and speed is the technique.

Free Running is a physical discipline in which participants at-
tempt to overcome anything in their way in a fluid, smooth motion. Free 
running, also known as parkour, is about overcoming obstacles using 
many different techniques. It is a body art, a discipline of the physical and 
mental, and a training technique. Some people call it an extreme sport, for 
others it is a type of martial art. It is all about aesthetics, fluidity and 
beauty.   

Mostly, free running takes place in urban environments, due to 
the large number of obstacles in cities. Participants, or ‘traceurs’, use 
poles, walls,  rails, stairs and any other object to reach their destination. 
The founder David Belle says that the spirit of parkour is guided by the 
ideas of ‘escape’ and ‘reach’. Traceurs should be able to use their skills to 

escape danger and go wherever they choose. 
Parkour emphasizes freedom; it is about overcoming obstacles 

that are meant to contain and confine, such as walls, railings,  and fences. 
Also, participants are able to start out on their own level adding even more 
freedom to the sport. Some people use acrobatic tricks to show fluidity 
and add some fun in there exercising. Others use free running as training 
for sports especially track and field. Everyone trains differently and has 
there own style for techniques. It is all about how you interpret it. For 
some people it’s an art, for others it’s a revolution.

By the way: to see some great Free Running footage,  all you 
would have to do is go watch the first ten minutes of the new James Bond 
movie, Casino Royale.

     Sam Uberti
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Volleyball/Track/
Football Wrap-Up

The volleyball, football and track teams all had good seasons, but 
each not going as far as they would’ve wanted. The volleyball team had 
some troubles, but looks like it has some promise in it, and they should 
strengthen with each season and eventually be one of the premier teams at 
the high school level.  The football team didn’t do too bad, ending the 
season at 5-5, but not as well as they wanted to because many thought 
they had a chance to be better than that. The track team had an excellent 
season doing well in most events and even competing with the best teams 
in the state.
           The volleyball team had a rough year at 3-13, but they gradually 

got better over the course of the sea-
son. Although the team didn’t do as 
well as they wanted to, they had a very 
tough schedule. Their three wins came 
against inner-city rival Career who had 
a decent year, finishing off at 0-18, and 
a solid victory over Lyman Hall who 
finished the year off at 6-12. The team 
looks promising for next year and 
hopefully they’ll be able to surpass this 
year’s achievements and become a top 

volleyball team.
           The track team comes into the season on a high note after coming 
off a good season last year.  The team looked strong as ever, running well 
in all events they competed in and their hard work paid off when they 
were able to run in the state tournament with the best teams in Connecti-
cut. They ran well in the tournament, just not well enough to win. There 
are still some returning runners and next year looks like another phe-
nomenal year for the track team.

The football team didn’t have the season they had hoped for,  but 
the team was still a success. Coach Wanzie wanted the players to work 
hard, work together and grow as individuals.  The team was able to do that 
over the course of the season, even though they didn’t have the season 

they hoped for record wise. The toughest part of the season had to have 
been the heart-breaking loss to Hillhouse on Thanksgiving Day. They had 
the chances throughout the game, getting into Hillhouse’s red zone a mul-
tiple amount of times, but were never able to capitalize. But with an un-
fortunate combination of Hillhouse’s defense and the rough playing con-
ditions, Cross was not able to get the ball in the end zone in a 6-0 loss. 
The team has a lot of seniors graduating this year, but the upcoming 
classes seem to have a lot of promise in them and this program is on its 
way up the high school football charts.  

Nicholas Neeley, photos by Nicholas Neeley and Tamia Gregory

Track and Wrestling
This winter will be one of the better seasons for our indoor track 

team. Some members of the track team have told me that the team is 
really looking good this year. with returning stars Ashley Velasquez, An-
drew McClean, and many others who will help the track team towards 
their ultimate goal of winning the state tournament. Along with all those 
returnees, there are several freshmen, such as Taylor, Natalie, Georgia, 

whom will help the team along the path to success. The team looks good 
in all aspects, whether its running, shot-put, pole-vault, high jump, the 
team has it all and they’re looking to be better then the rest and they have 
the talent to do it. Look for the indoor track team to be a big success in the 
SCC Oronoque division.

There is a team in school that isn’t well-known.. That team is the 
wrestling team. Not many people know that we have a wrestling team, but 
to be honest, they aren’t half bad. Many people don’t see wrestling as a 

sport, but it takes real physical endurance and training to stay in shape. 
Wrestling is a very demanding sport and we should give the athletes a lot 
of credit. The team may not be well-known,  but it’s on its way to gaining 
some stature in the world of Cross athletics.

Nicholas Neeley
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VARSITY WRESTLING SCHEDULE 2006-2007
Day! Date!! Opponent! ! ! Site! ! Time
Wed 12/13  Derby    H  7:00
Sat 12/16  Shelton   A  10:00
Wed 12/20  Branford   A  6:30
Sat 12/23  Windham   A  10:00
Wed 12/27  Law    H  7:00
Thur 1/4  F. Prep    A  6:30
Wed 1/10  Foran     A  7:00
Sat 1/13  Shelton   A  10:00
Wed 1/17  Hand    H  7:00
Sat 1/21  F. Prep    A  11:00
Wed 1/24  Guilford   H  7:00
Sat 1/27  Platt Tech   A  10:00
Sat 2/3  Simsbury   A  10:00
Wed 2/7  E. Haven   H  7:00
Fri  2/9  SCC JV Tournament  Milford 3:00
Sat 2/10  SCC Championship  Milford
Fri/Sat 2/17-2/18 Class LL State Tournament TBA

Head Coach: Mark Angeletti 

BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE  2006-2007
Day         Date               Opponent                         Site                       V       JV      FR
Fri    12/15     Hyde           A    6:00
Fri         12/15                West Haven                     A       7:00   5:15   
Tue   12/19     Sheehan          H       7:00  5:15   3:30
Wed   12/20     Hillhouse          A     5:00   3:30
Thur   12/21     Hillhouse       (Athletic center)6:00   
Wed   12/27     Boston           TBA
Thur      12/28     Boston           TBA
Wed    1/3     North Haven           A                   7:00   5:15   3:30
Fri     1/5     Branford          H       7:00   5:15   3:45
Tue         1/9                   East Haven                           H                  7:00   5:15    3:30
Wed    1/10     Career          A              3:30
Thur       1/11                 Career                    (Athletic center)      6:00   4:00   
Tue    1/16     Hand           A       7:00   5:15   3:30
Thur        1/18                Shelton                                 H         7:00   5:15   3:30
Mon    1/22     Hyde           H               4:00
Tue         1/23                West Haven                     H        6:00   4:00   
Fri           1/26                Sheehan                                A        7:00   5:15   3:30
Tue          1/30               Hillhouse                         (Athletic center)   6:00   
Wed     1/31    Hillhouse          H       5:00   3:30
Fri            2/2                 North Haven                       H                   7:00   5:15   3:30
Tue          2/6                 Branford                               A       7:00   5:15   3:30
Fri            2/9                East Haven                            A       6:45   5:15   3:30
Tue          2/13               Career                                  H          6:00   4:00   
Wed     2/14    Career        H             3:30
Fri      2/16    Hand         H        7:00   5:15   3:30
Mon     2/19               Shelton        A        7:00   5:15   3:30
Sat     2/24    SCC Playoffs       TBA
Tue     2/27    SCC Semifinals                  TBA
Thur     3/1    SCC Finals       TBA

Head Coach:   Jim Reynolds
Assistants:      Harold Haughton, George Pisani, Sam Shaw
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GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 2006-2007
Day        Date                 Opponent                Site                                 V      JV     FR
Wed        12/6                 West Haven             H   7:00   5:15   3:30
Fri           12/8                 Hand                        A   7:00   5:15   3:30
Mon     12/11     Hillhouse            A            3:30 

Tue          12/12               Hillhouse                 A   6:00   4:00   
Fri            12/15               Hamden                   H   7:00   5:15   3:30
Tue          12/19               Shelton                     A   7:00   5:15   3:30
Thur        12/21               Sheehan                     H  7:00   5:15   3:30
Wed           1/3                N. Haven                   H   7:00   5:15   3:30
Fri             1/5                 Branford                    A  7:00   5:15   3:30 
Tue           1/9                 E. Haven                    A   6:45   5:15   3:30
Fri             1/12    Career          H   7:00   5:15   3:30
Tue           1/16               Hand                        H               7:00   5:15   3:30
Thur       1/18    Hillhouse           H            3:30 

Fri             1/19               Hillhouse                   H  6:00   4:00   
Tue           1/23               Hamden                     A   7:00   5:15   3:30
Mon         1/29                Shelton                      H               7:00   5:15   3:30  
Tue       1/30    Sheehan           A                           7:00   5:15   3:30
Fri              2/2                N. Haven                   A   7:00   5:15   3:30
Tue            2/6                Branford                     H  7:00   5:15   3:45
Fri        2/9      E. Haven           H  7:00   5:15   3:30
Mon          2/12               Career                         A                          7:00   5:15   3:30
Wed       2/14     West Haven           A   7:00   5:15   3:30
Sat             2/17      SCC Playoffs         TBA
Tue       2/20     SCC Semi Finals    TBA
Thur          2/22     SCC Finals           TBA

Head Coach:   Queen Edwards
Assistant:        Michelle Cabaldon
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EXTRAS 

Photos by Esther Bogorov and others
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